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About Logbook of the World

* LoTW is a web accessed data base and repository that enables you to
submit electronic logs (in ADIF format-Amateur Data Interchange) for
your amateur radio contacts (QSQ’s) and for viewing confirmations
(QSL’s).Also supports CABRILLO format.)

* LoTW’s defining role is to provide confirmation of two-way amateur
communications with impeccable reliability and security. LoTW
maintains a record of logged and confirmed contacts, and identifies
confirmations associated with supported awards.

e Radio amateurs can use LoTW to track progress toward various
awards such as, DXCC, WAS, VUCC, WAZ, and WPX.



Getting Started With LoTW

* Before you can submit QSO’s to LoTW, you must install the free TQSL
software on your computer. (Go to the ARRL Homepage, click On the Air,
then click on LoTW. Click on Installing and Upgrading TQSL. Download per
the specific instructions for the type of system you are using. PC,Mac, etc.

* TQSL will enable you to obtain a Call Sign Certificate, which identifies you
as the source of the QSO’s you submit.

* TQSL will also enable you to define a Station Location, that specifies the
geographical details of your operating location.

* The QSO’s you’ve submitted will be confirmed when your QSO partners
submit matching data into LoTW.

e http://www.arrl.org/tgsl-latest.msi

4/26/25



TQSL Download

L s svailable for MS Windovws (PC). Mac O (Apple) and Linus operating sysems.
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TQSL

File Station Location Callsign Certificate Help

Log Operations  Station Locations Callsign Certificates

a Sign a log and upload it automatically to LoTW
-%l Sign a log and save it for uploading later

- 1 = % Create an ADIF file for signing and uploading

I- Log in to the Logbook of the World Site



Simple Process Flow Diagram
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Getting Started with LoTW - Overview

e Download and Install TQSL.

e Use TQSL to request a Callsign Certificate for your current callsign,
and a LoTW account password.

* The ARRL will send you a postcard to the postal address specified on
your FCC license. The postcard will specify an 8 digit “postcard
password”.



ARRL Postcard Password

L
Logbook of the World
American Radio Relay League
225 Main St
Newington, CT 06111

DRZRFZEC

Batch#= 2021121
MAZOVEC FRANKD
PO BOX

CENTEHEACH NY 11720

Illllllll' ll'll 'lll‘ lw 1 'i |
NIRRT || ehithibnel?
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Callsign Certificate

* Using your web browser navigate to “here” (located in the third
paragraph of (Getting Started with Submitting QSO’s.) Type in your
“postcard password” and your call sign.

* In response, the ARRL will send you an e-mail message containing
your LoTW account password with your callsign certificate file
attached.

* You should be able to install the certificate by double clicking on the
attachment Icon. If that isn’t possible or doesn’t work, save the
attached file to a thumb drive and then useTQSL program’s “Load
Certificate File” menu command to install the certificate to your
system.
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Postcard Entry Page

Postcard Validation Code Entry
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Requesting Your Initial Callsign Certificate

* When you direct TQSL to request a Callsign Certificate, it generates a
public key and private key pair, sends the public key and your callsign
to the ARRL, and saves the private key on your computer.

* LoTW responds by combining your callsign and public key into a
Callsign Certificate that it sends you via e-mail.

A Callsign Certificate can only be used to submit QSO’s if the
associated private key is present on your computer, so you should
accept a Callsign certificate using the same computer with which you
requested it.



Requesting Your Initial Callsign Certificate

* Create a folder on your hard drive in which to maintain your LoTW
related files.

e Start TQSL and select Callsign Certificate menu’s REQUEST NEW
CALLSIGN CERTIFICATE command. Fill out the dialog box that

appears.
* Select your present callsign without any portable identifiers.

* Select your DXCC entity.

 Set the QSO Begin date to the date of the first QSO made with your
present Call sign. Don’t specify a date of the last QSO you made, leave
the Y, M, and D selectors blank. Click the NEXT button.



Requesting Your Initial Callsign Certificate

* Enter your name and address. Must match the mailing address in the FCC
database. Click the NEXT button.

* Enter your e-mail address. Click the NEXT button.

* You will be prompted to enter a password. If you control access to the
computer you are using, you can leave both textboxes empty, thereby
avoiding the need to provide a password each time you direct TQSL to
digitally sign a log file. Click the NEXT button.

* |f your computer has internet access, you will be asked if you want to
upload this certificate request to LoTW; click the YES button, and then
select TQSL's STATUS LOG tab to view results of the upload.

* You will receive an e-mail indicating your request was received.



Accepting Your Initial Callsign Certificate

* Remember, LoTW requires that you accept your Initial Callsign
Certificate using the same computer from which you generated the
request.

* You will receive an acceptance e-mail message from the ARRL with an
attached file named theCallsign.tg6. (ex W2FDM.tg6.).

 When it arrives, save the file into the folder you previously created.

* The e-mail will also have your LoTW user account Username and
Password previously created. These are needed to sign into your
LoTW account.
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Received E-mail
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Request Accepted E-mail

\

b |

Fram: The LoTW Team <lotw-admingared.ong >
Tad Trankl=h4optonbne net

Date: Dee 27, 2021 B:30:11 AM

Subject: Your LaTW Callsign Certificate
Attachments: WIFOM. 16

IMPORTANT NOTE: This certificate requires

Trusted(SL Viarsion 2.0 or later. Attempting to install

It using an earlier version of the TrustedQSL software
will result in errors. The latest TrustedQSL software can
be obtained at:

hises i/ iotw.ard. ora/loty-helpicartaccent)

= e T e
Here |3 your LaTW certificate for W2FDM

You should be able to install this certificate by double-

elicking on the attachment icon. IT that isn't possible or

doean't work, save the attached file to disk and then

use the TOSL program’s “Load Certificate File™ menu

command to install this certificate into your system.

NOTE: If the attachment failed to arrive with this massage,
you can just log on to the Web site noted below using the
pravided username and password ond download the certificate
fia directly.

Records submitted using this certificate can be sccessed on
the LoTW web site using the credentials:
username: wfdm
password: nhsnd s
I e lotw, arr.org/ /lotwuser/dafault>
i‘::?-gnl:gz :-HEI :El‘:- sSEEESSERAENESEEIS CsEESSSSESsSEESHEREEaIEEE

NOTE! This is NOT the same password the TQSL program may sk for when
you're signing a log filel®

17



Accepting Your Initial Callsign Certificate

e Start TQSL and select CALLSIGN CERTIFICATES tab.

* Click the LOAD A CALLSIGN CERTIFICATE button ; the SELECT CERTIFICATE
FILE dialog will appear.

 Set the FILES OF TYPE selector (ADIF or CABRILLO) (on OS, X, set the
ENABLE selector) to CERTIFICATE REQUEST response files(*.tqg6)

* Select the file Your Callsign.tg6 in the folder that you saved it in.

* Click the OPEN button: a small INSTALL Certificate dialog will appear.Click
the YES button. Click FINISH.

* The CALLSIGN CERTIFICATE tab will show an entry for your certificate with
a yellow medal VALID icon.

* To protect your new CALLSIGN CERTIFICATE, Direct TQSL to create a Back
Up File.

4/26/25
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Defining Station Location

* A Station Location specifies an operating location, and optionally a
CALLSIGN CERTIFICATE; it contains information you’d typically include
on your QSL card.

e If you have exactly one callsign certificate who’s DXCC entity matches
the DXCC entity in the selected Station Location, TQSL will submit
your QSQO’s with that Station Location and Callsign Certificate.

* If you have more then one Callsign certificate whose DXCC entity
matches the DXCC in the selected Station Location, TQSL will prompt
you to select the Callsign Certificate with which to submit your QSO’s.



Defining a New Station Location

* In TQSL, select the STATION LOCATION tab and click the Create a new
Station Location button; the Add Station Location dialog will appear.

* Specify your Callsign, Grid Square, ITU zone, CQ . zone and |IOTA
Reference number.

* Long Island ITU zone 08, CQ zone 05, and IOTA NA-026.

* The value specified for the Grid Square must be one of the following:
* A valid Grid square — 4 characters (FN30)
* Avalid Sub - Grid square — 6 characters (FN30ku)

4/26/25 20



Defining A New Station Location

* In the Add Station Location dialog, select your STATE and US COUNTY.
* Click the NEXT button. Specify a Station Location NAME.

* This should be either your TOWN name and Callsign, or your Callsign
and LOCATION. (Centereach — W2FDM or New York — W2FDM).

* Click the FINISH button.
* Direct TQSL to update your Back Up file.
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Submitting QSO’s To LoTW

* A QSO submitted to LoTW must at minimum specify:
* Your QSO'’s partner’s callsign.
* The date and time the QSO started.
* The band on which the QSO was made.
* The mode with which the QSO was made

* If a QSO was made via a satellite, its propagation mode must be set to
SAT, and it must specify the NAME of the Satellite used.
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Submitting QSO’s From a Logging Application

* Most logging applications can export a file that can be digitally signed
by TQSL.

* Some of these applications can directly upload your QSO’s to LoTW,
and update logged QSO’s to reflect their acceptance and confirmation
by LoTW.

* The ARRL does not recommend one application over another. You
should review the features of each application to decide which one
best suits your operating style.

* Go to the LoTW section on Logging application to see a listing of
various applications and their URL access links.



Submitting a Log File To LoTW Via The
Internet

This assumes that the QSO to be uploaded was made from the same Station Location
and from the same Station Callsign used to make the QSO.

Start TQSL and select the LOG OPERATIONS tab.

Ellli_cEk thEKSSIISN a LOG and UPLOAD it AUTOMATICALLY to LOTW button. Screen will LIST
to .

In the FILE to SIGN dialog, set the file type to ADIF or Cabrillo. (on OS X, set the ENABLE
selector. When submitting a Cabrillo file, mode PH is submitted as SSB.

Select the log file you wish to submit, click the OPEN button.

You will be prompted for a QSO DATE Range. Enter the year ,month and day as
requested.

Select the Station Location for Signing and select the Station Location that specifies the
callsign and operating location used to make the log files QSO and click OK.

In TQSL, confirm signing dialog, verify the information displayed is correct and click the
YES button.
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QSO Submission Example On FT-8

* Open WSIJT to an operating band.

* Open FILE. Open LOG Directory. Select ADIF file.
* Copy file to a thumb drive. EXIT.

* Open TQSL by double clicking on desktop Icon.

4/26/25
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Save ADI File To Thumbdrive (DATAOCEAN) -
EXIT

T Sort* = View> -

| Date modified | Type

A Home
& Gallery
& Frank - Perso

10/21/2023 10:28 .. File folder
10/21/2023 1028 —  File folder

3/25/2025 430 PM  Text Document 236,794 _.
10/21/2023 1028 .  SQUITE File 0KB
3/25/2025 356 PM  DAT File 22 KB
12/4/2024 228 AM  Shortcut 1KB
3/25/2025 356 PM  OUT File 1KB
3252025407 PM  Configuration _ 42 KB
3/25/2025 1222 P Text Document 62 KB
3/25/2025 1222 P_  ADI File 195 KB
3/25/2025 356 PM  Text Document 4,656 KB
3/25/2025 356 PM  DAT File 4KB

W Desktop #
+ Download#
B Document#
2 Pictures #
O Music  »
W Videos #
B8 Documents

R A LT
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Open Sign a Log And Upload Automatically

Log Operations  Station Locations Callsign Certificates
—

c Sign a log and upload it automatically to LoTW
% I Sign a log and save it for uploading later

ﬁ Create an ADIF file for signing and uploading

H Log in to the Logbook of the Werld Site
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Verify It’s You
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Select Station Location And Callsign
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Enter Date Range of QSQO’s To Be Loaded

Click OK - Done
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Create AN ADIF FILE
For Signing and Uploading

* Another feature of TQSL is the ability to create an ADIF file from hand
written logs.

* Open TQSL. Click on Create An ADIF File For Signing and Uploading.
* Enter data requested on the dialog screen.



Create An ADIF File For Signing And Uploading
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LoTW Sign In

* Log into LoTW using your Callsign and the Password you created
when you created your LoTW account. This information is listed on

the CALLSIGN CERTIFICATE acceptance e-mail. (Not the postcard
password).



LoTW Sign In




LoTW Sign In

The radico
Log on to Logbook of The World - LoTW o

Maofiz: You must have been ssoed a cortificate bofore you can log on o he LoTW site

Usermname: w2dm

/o | Note This is not the password senl fo US amaleurs v posicardl
Fomol password?
Log Cn

Your browser must suppart cookies and bo sel to accept cookies Hom lotw arl org n order to log in

About Logbook of The World® — LoTW®

Loghook of The Workd® .. LoTW® — is a wob-accessed database and reposdory that enables you lo saitn
amateurs can use LoTW o rack their progress ioward achevements and avwards Such 835 The ARRL Wo

Mol a membor of Loghook of Thi World? Get starhed todayl

Raturm o ARRL websidi
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Logged On — Your QSQO’s




Logged On — Your QSQO’s
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Contacts Record — Most Recent QSQO’s
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Call Sign Worked

* The Call Sign Worked area allows you to see if a station is a new one
or one that was previously worked and entered into LoTW.

* It does not show contacts that were not entered into LoTW. Such as
entries into certificate programs which were completed by submitting
QSL cards.

* If entered into LoTW and it was worked before, it will list previous
contacts made.

* If it was never worked utilizing LoTW it will show a new contact.



Call Sign Worked

Your QS0 Powards | Find Call | Uplasad File | Your Account [ Hep

Yaesu | LoTW® Principal Sponsor
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Award Selection Page
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Award Selection DXCC
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Last Thoughts

* CALLSIGN CERTIFICATES have to be renewed every three years. AARL will
notify you in plenty of time via the TQRL system.

* A dialoge box will appear for you to fill out and renew your certificate.

* |f you do not update the current CALLSIGN CERTIFICATE, it will be cancelled
and you will have to apply for a new one.

* When a new version of TQSL is issued you will automatically be asked if
you want to download the update when you sign into TQSL.

* This presentation contains all the information you will need to create an
LoTW account with two exceptions:

* The “here” form.
* The specific TQSL download link for your specific computer.
* How to access each was described early in the presentation.



